Betty Louise Hoover
August 27, 2020

Betty Louise Hoover, 88, of Lancaster, passed from this life to the next on
Thursday, August 27, 2020. Born in Lancaster, she was the youngest
daughter of the late Lester and Bertha (Deaven) Pickel. She was married to
the late Wilmer A. Hoover, former Police Chief of Lancaster for 50 wonderful
years together until his passing in 2001.

Growing up in Lancaster, Betty attended J.P. McCaskey H.S., Class of 1950
and enjoyed playing the bugle for fire drills at Reynolds J.H.S. and played the
trumpet in the marching band. She began working at the Federal Bake Shop
on King Street.

For over 30 years, Betty worked at Lancaster Newspapers. She started in the
composing room as a typist but served in several departments as technology
changed. She could often be found making her way through Watt & Shand
and Lancaster Central Market over her lunch breaks. Her level of activity was
legendary, she played on the Women’s Blue Angels Softball team until she
was 50 years old.

Betty was devoted to her relationship with the Lord. She faithfully served her
church, Pearl Street United Methodist, for 66 years. She participated in
Stewardship and was a Lay Reader and choir member. She attended weekly
Bible study and Sunday school. She served on the Flower Committee and the



Pastor Parish Relations Committee. Betty lived out her Christian faith and was
always attentive to those around her in need.

Betty joyfully volunteered for many years at Lancaster General Hospital and
Lancaster Mennonite Homes. She brightened the lives of those around her
with her caring and warm spirit.

In her free time, Betty, along with her husband and family, took many cruises
and traveled extensively. Her favorite destinations included Ocean City, NJ,
and Disney World with her six grandchildren. She cherished time with her
family. She also enjoyed playing Pinochle with couples from her church. Betty
wore her Masonic Blue Slipper pin as a symbol of Bill’s protection and love for
her. Together they travelled to Phillies Spring Training and rarely missed
watching their team play.

Betty’s life was full of love and faithful service to the Lord and to those around
her. Her family is comforted to know that she is with her Savior. She enjoyed
life to the fullest and was in great health until the very end. Pain in her back
sent her to the hospital on Tuesday night and by Thursday evening her
suffering ended. Her last words to her son were that she loved him. The family
has been richly blessed by her humor and special care for each of them.
Nanny was only a phone call away and delighted in sharing meals and
celebrations with family and friends.

Betty was a devoted wife, mother, sister, nanny, and friend to many. She is
survived by her son, R. Scott Hoover (Sandra) of Holtwood, sister, Arlene
Pickel Hoover of Lancaster, grandchildren: Jona Green (Matthew) of New
Providence, PA, Jared Hoover (Lisa) of Lampeter, Judah Hoover of Lancaster,
Jason Hoover (Julianne) of Gordonville, Jozlyn Davis of Ephrata, PA, and
Josiah Hoover of Gordonville, her 20 great-grandchildren, and her many
loving nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents and husband, Betty was
preceded in death by her sister, Nancy DeBerry and brother, Robert Pickel.



Family and friends are invited to All services that will be held in her honor.

On Thursday, September 10, 2020 a Viewing will be held for Betty at The
Groffs Family Funeral Home, 528 W. Orange Street (corner of W. Orange &
Pine Sts.), Lancaster, PA 17603 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Betty will be laid to rest on Friday, September 11, 2020 at Millersville
Mennonite Cemetery at 9:00 a.m. with her great-nephew, Pastor Andrew S.
Hoover officiating.

Betty’s Celebration of Life Funeral Service will be held at New Providence
Church of God, 269 Cinder Road, New Providence, PA on Friday September
11, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Andrew Hoover officiating. The family will
receive friends and share fellowship at a reception afterwards.

In lieu of flowers, please consider supporting The Lancaster Police
Foundation, c/o Mounted Unit, 39 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603.

Deep appreciation to the Groff family who showed much respect and kindness
to Lancaster City Police officers during the time that Chief Hoover was only a
patrolman. Betty and Bill both desired that the Groff family would attend to
their final arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Millersville Mennonite Cemetery

Millersville , PA 17551

Previous Events
Viewing

SEP 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

The Groffs Family Funeral and Cremation Services Inc
528 W Orange St.

Lancaster, PA 17603

(717) 394-5300

admin@thegroffs.com

https://thegroffs.com/

Burial

SEP 11. 9:00 AM (AKT)

Millersville Mennonite Cemetery

Service

SEP 11. 10:30 AM (ET)

New Providence Church of God
269 Cinder Road
New Providence, PA


mailto:admin@thegroffs.com
https://thegroffs.com/




Tribute Wall

Betty Louise Hoover

October 22, 2023 at 11:34 PM

Roses For Sympathy was purchased for the
family of Betty Louise Hoover.

September 09, 2020 at 11:35 PM

Nearly every time | came in contact with Betty it was a huge hug
and warm embrace. Still not sure how to process that heaven is
enjoying your company while we pause and wait to see you again
assured in the knowledge we will. Love you always Betty and will
miss for a little while your gentle soul. Forever in our thoughts.

Derric Rushlow - September 03, 2020 at 01:54 PM

Betty was a dear friend of ours at Pearl St "
UMC. Derric and I loved her very much even

though we just met her under 6 years ago. .
We're sorely going to miss you here, Betty, “
but also take solace that you get to be with

the Lord and "your Bill". If we could talk to her again, we would
thank her for all of the love, hugs, laughs and many conversations.
We are better people for knowing you. - Ann Harness & Derric
Rushlow

Ann Harness - September 03, 2020 at 10:48 AM


https://www.thegroffs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=709&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thegroffs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=709&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Like you, | am sorry that Betty is no longer with us, but comforted by
the fact that she is with the Lord and enjoying the splendor that
comes with having been a witness to his greatness in her just-past
life.

Betty has a special place in my memories! She (and Bill) took
particular interest in me when | was five - twelve years old. She
made me feel special with her love and support - taking me to the
beach, regional zoos and Phillies games. | can still hear her telling
me that | was so “mad-backwards smart”. And she introduced me to
the Joy of peanut butter on a freshly toasted English muffin :).

Rich Shindle - September 03, 2020 at 08:32 AM

So sorry for your loss. Mrs. Hoover was a very nice lady that always
talked to me when | worked in at the newspapers for an outside
contractor. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

George Miller

George Miller - September 02, 2020 at 10:00 AM

Sorry for your loss . Mary McNelis & Tom & Colette Shay

Thomas M Shay - September 02, 2020 at 09:03 AM

Betty was a close, treasured friend of my parents and us kids. We
did a lot together and participated in church events. Bless you Betty
you were a joy to all you came in contact with. Our prayers go out to
Scoft and Sandy and their family as these days move forward. Let
them be at peace knowing you are with your beloved Bill. Much
love...Diane and Jerry Eidemiller

Diane Eidemiller - September 02, 2020 at 08:09 AM



