Christine M. Bowman
January 11, 2022

Christine M. Bowman, the beloved wife of Melvin H. Bowman, passed away at
home, Tuesday, January 11, 2022 after a brief illness. They had celebrated
their 58th anniversary on December 7, 2021. She was born to the late Michael
and Christina Schank Maerz in 1937 in Leibling, Romania.

Fleeing the invading Soviet Army, Christine, her parents, and many siblings
along with many ethnic Germans left the village in 1944. After the Allied
victory, they were relocated into displaced persons camps in Linz, Austria. The
family emigrated to the United States in 1951, where they settled in Lampeter,
Pennsylvania. She became a naturalized citizen of the United States in 1955.

She was in the first class to graduate from the new Lampeter-Strasburg High
School. Enrolling in the Emil School of Hair Dressing shortly thereafter, she
became a successful hairdresser at both Ormond’s and in her own beauty
salon with a loyal following. Over the years, Christine and Mel traveled
through the eastern United States and loved to take cruises having been to
the Caribbean many times as well as Alaska, Australia, and the
Mediterranean.

Christine will be known for her love of family and her generous spirit; her
beautiful yard; her bountiful garden, whose produce she shared with
everyone; her ability to bake a figurative ton of cookies at Christmas, which



she gladly shared with all; and particularly the annual Halloween party with its
treasure hunt and spook house, which she and Mel hosted for 50 years.

In addition to her husband, Christine is survived by her brothers, Konrad and
Martin (Virginia) Maerz, sisters, Marie Snyder (Michael), Margaret Hippey, and
Elizabeth Maerz (Keith Staman); many nieces, nephews, and cousins, and
her much adored cat, “Katz”.

Predeceasing her was her brother, Michael Maerz; her sisters, Katharine
Watson and Eva Possler; brother-in-laws, Nickolaus Possler, Reverend
Vernon and his wife, Grace (nee Bowman) Stoop.

Her family wishes to thank Hospice & Community Care for their assistance in
Christine’s last days.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend Christine’s Memorial Service at
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 500 Pearl Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 on
Saturday, January 15, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. with The Rev. Bob lerien officiating.
The family will receive friends at the Church on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until
time of service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Masks will be required to attend the memorial service. The interment
will be private.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 15. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
500 Pearl Street
Lancaster, PA 17603

Memorial Service

JAN 15. 11:00 AM (ET)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
500 Pearl Street
Lancaster, PA 17603



Tribute Wall

Christine M. Bowman

October 22, 2023 at 11:34 PM

OUR CONDOLENCES AND PRAYERS TO MELVIN AND THE
FAMILY. A SUPER NICE LADY WHO | WILL MISS. A BREAKFAST
FRIEND. KARL F. SCHUBERT AND JUDY

KARL F. AND JUDITH M. SCHUBERT - January 25, 2022 at 02:25 PM

Mel & Family,

When | was searching for a church to attend, Christine was the first
person to greet me with her beautiful smile, and welcoming
personality. She made me feel comfortable right away & invited me
to come again. | knew that | had found a new church home & family.
I will forever be grateful! | am singing tonight at church with a heavy
heart, but Christine will be with me lifting me to perform my best!

Pat Burke

Patrick Burke - January 15, 2022 at 01:10 PM

Pam lit a candle in memory of Christine M. |

Bowman

Pam - January 15, 2022 at 10:48 AM



| was a classmate of Christine’s at Lampeter Strasburg High School.
| remember when she came into our class. She spoke very little
English, but learned the language very quickly. She also played field
hockey. In later years she attended our 50th class reunion. My
condolences to your family. | feel | was fortunate to know her.

Fay Minney Binzen Class of 1957
Fay Binzen - January 14, 2022 at 10:31 AM
Sincerely, Luke and Diane. purchased the Divine

Peace Bouquet for the family of Christine M.
Bowman.

Sincerely, Luke and Diane. - January 13, 2022 at 09:25 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Christine M. Bowman.

January 13, 2022 at 11:27 AM
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