David Sunden
December 13, 2020

It is with a heavy heart that the family of David Sunden announce his death at
the age of 95. He died peacefully after a short illness on Sunday, December
13, 2020, in Lancaster, PA, surrounded by loved ones.

David was born May 9, 1925 in Harrington Park, NJ, the first born of Sven and
Lillian Grange Sunden. He attended Harrington Park Public School, and
before graduation from Dumont High School enlisted in the Navy, serving in
the Pacific Theater. After the war, he enrolled in Wheaton College (IL), where
he majored in Music, and met Marion Stam, who would go on to become his
wife of 69 years.

After graduation and marriage, the couple lived briefly in the Chicago area
where Dave worked for radio station WMBI. While there, he also served as
Youth Minister and Musical Director at Western Springs Baptist Church,
participating in their long-running radio broadcast “Songs in the Night.”

Dave and Marion then moved back home to Harrington Park, where Dave
took up running the family business, The Harrington Press. From this base, he
devoted his middle years to raising a family, running the business, and serving
his God, his country, and his community in myriad ways. The family was active
at Grace Church in Ridgewood, NJ, where Dave was Choir Director for a
number of years, and faithfully served in every imaginable leadership position



over the course of 45 years.

In his community, he served as a Volunteer Fireman, was elected to the
Borough Council for two terms, and served as a board member of the newly
formed Harrington Park Public Library.

He was an active member of the Bergenfield chapter of the Rotary Club, the
Christian Business Men’s Association, and Gideons International and he
served on the boards of African Inland Mission, Florence Christian Home,
International Bible Society, and Evangelical Union of South America.

He pursued his love of music and radio as the announcer and musical director
for the weekly radio broadcast of the AMG International on WOR radio in New
York. He was also Master of Ceremonies at concerts given by the Ted Cornell
Chorale.

Upon retirement in 1999, David and Marion moved to Willow Valley
Communities outside of Lancaster, PA. There was little rest in their retirement
as they both took every advantage of what their new community had to offer.
Their adult children, when visiting, would often marvel at the energy they
could spill into one day. Dave took up bowling and joined a local league, he
participated in the Senior Olympics well into his 90s (winning several medals),
was a member of the Camera Club, acted as Master of Ceremonies at the
concerts of the community’s Chorale, was a volunteer usher at the Fulton
Opera House, and was an active member of Calvary Church. One summer,
he had the opportunity to conduct the Lancaster Symphony performing the
National Anthem at an outdoor concert.

He is survived by his wife, Marion, and brother, Howard; three children:
Lawrence (and Mary), Scott (and Kristi), and Cathy (and Dana); and three
grandchildren: Peter, Daniel, and Kerith.



Among the many Bible verses he taught his children to memorize, John 10:10
stands as a good summary of David’s life: Jesus said: “I have come that they
may have life and that they may have it more abundantly.”

A Viewing will be held for family and friends on Thursday, December 17, 2020
from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at the Groff Family Funeral Home, 528 West Orange,
Lancaster, PA 17603.

A private family interment will be held at the Westwood Cemetery in
Westwood, NJ.

Donations in honor of David can be made to African Inland Mission or WMBI
Moody Radio.
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The Groffs Family Funeral and Cremation Services Inc. created a
Tribute Video in memory of David Sunden
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The Groffs Family Funeral and Cremation Services Inc - December 16, 2020 at
03:02 PM

David Sunden

October 22, 2023 at 11:34 PM

We remember David & Marion and family fondly from our days at
Grace Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey. They were involved in
music, our love also, and we have Wheaton College connections
too! My parents were Don & Jeanne Kauffman, and my brother,
Harold, also knew their son Larry. We send our sympathies to
Marion and the family - may Christ give you His peace!

from Nancy Kauffman Hess

Nancy Hess - December 17, 2020 at 01:19 PM



Dave, on behalf of my father and mother and myself, we will miss
you an awful lot.

It was at first a shock to hear about your passing away from here to
our beloved home in heaven with our precious Lord. We are both
sad and joyful in that we miss you but at the same time, we are
Joyful that you are now enjoying being with our precious Saviour.

It was wonderful being with you at the Gideon socials during those
years and then watching you go off with my father to play a game of
tennis. While you were out with my father, we were going through
my fathers things in trying to downsize and you were there, like you
always were.

John 14:27 says 'Peace | leave with you. my peace | give you. Isn't
it wonderful we can claim His peace and not the peace the world
gives. Oh, what a wonderful Savious we have.

Fred Olsen - December 16, 2020 at 05:01 PM
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The Groffs Family Funeral and Cremation Services Inc - December 16, 2020 at
02:56 PM



Always enjoyed Dave’s “Spoken Word” as part of the Ted Cornell
Chorale. Our heart felt sympathies to the family.

Paul & Cindy Hurley - December 15, 2020 at 11:22 AM

Dave and Marion won the bridal flowers at our wedding in 2016. We
gave the bouquet to the couple who had been married the longest.
:) Here are some wonderful memories of that moment. Uncle Dave,
we love and cherish you and will miss you dearly.

Kate Algera - December 15, 2020 at 09:06 AM

Sincere condolences on your loss. We will miss David here at
Willow Valley Communities. | appreciated his encouragement of my
ministry, and was especially blessed one day when he told he he
appreciated how | read scripture with clarity and feeling. Given his
radio and narration experience, | took that comment to heart. -
Chaplain Scott Johnston

Scott Johnston - December 15, 2020 at 08:40 AM



Uncle Dave was one of a kind. He added such style and humor
when he MC’d our wedding reception in 1975.

Judy Schneider Arvidson - December 14, 2020 at 06:39 PM



